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2 Claims.

1
This invention relates to a photographic film
camera, with particular reference to the general
type of construction embodying a two-piece

camera case consisting of body and cover por-

tions, one removable from the other to permit
reloading after a film has been completely ex-
posed, and it has for its purpose to afford a simple
and efficient structure for holding the body and
cover portions of the case locked in closed opera-
tive relation.

A more particular object of the invention is
to afford a structure particularly adaptable to a
camera case formed of plastic material, although
not necessarily confined to use with such mate-
rial, and which securely holds the two portions
of the case in closed relation and precludes the
possibility of their accidental separation.

Another purpose of the invention is to afford
an arrangement that can be used successfully in
conjunction with a plastic camera case and which
performs the double funetion of retaining the
separable portions of the case in operative en-
gagement and also constitutes a connection for
a handle by which the camera can be conveniently
carried.

Still an additional object is to provide a novel
connection between a handle and a locking bail
movably supported on one of the separable por-
tions of a case, whereby the locking bail is sepa-
rable from the handle, and when once assembled
is firmly held and not subject to accidental or
unintentional removal.

To these and other ends, the invention con-
sists in the construction and arrangement of parts
that will appear clearly from the following de-
scription when read in conjunction with the
aceompanying drawings, the novel features being
pointed out in the claims following the specifica-
tion.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation showing a
photographic film camera constructed in accord-
ance with a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, the handle and locking devices appearing in
full lines in their uppermost or locking position,
and in dotted lines in lowered position to permit
separation of the body and cover portions of the
camera case;

Fig. 2 is an end view of the same showing the
handle and locking devices in locking position;

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view on the line
33 of Fig. 1, showing the locking bails in locking
position and the handle connectors lowered into
engagement with the locking bails and about to
move the latter downwardly to released position;
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Fig. 4 is a similar sectional view, showing the
locking bails in lowered released position to per-
mit separation of the body and cover portions of
the case, and the handle connectors elevated into
engagewent with the locking bails, about to move
them upwardly to locking position;

Fig. 5 is a detail view in elevation showing the
handle broken away, the metal connector at one
end of the handle, and the wire locking bail
mounted on the connector;

Fig. 6 is a view in rear elevation of the body
portion of the camera case with the handle and
locking bail in lowered released position and the
cover portion removed, and

Fig. 7 is a view in elevation of the inside of
the removable cover portion.

Referring more particularly to the drawings in
which like reference numerals refer to the same
parts throughout the several views, there is shown
a photographic film camera comprising a case
preferably formed of plastic material and con-
sisting of two separable portions, that is a body
portion as shown in Fig. 6 and designated gen-
erally at I, and a separable cover portion desig-
nated generally at 2 and shown in Fig. 7, the
body portion | being provided with the lens, light
chamber, film supporting means, and other con-
ventional parts of the camera. The removable
cover portion 2 includes a continuous flange 3
extending around its edge and engaging a mating
groove 4 extending around the edge of the hody
portion | and formed by spaced flanges § and 6,
thus affording a light-tight joint between the
body portion | and the cover portion 2 when the
parts are in closed operative relation.

In order to facilitate and insure correct posi-
tioning of the cover and body portions of the
case and to lock these parts in operative relation,
the body portion includes at each end an exten-
sion T that is slotted vertically in its lower portion
as indicated at 8, and cut away above said slot 8
to afford a portion of reduced thickness 9 at its
upper end and a shoulder {1 at the bottom of said
reduced portion 9, while 2 designates an exten-
sion formed at each end of the cover portion 2.
When the cover portion 2 is positioned against
the body portion | in closed operative relation
by a bodily lateral movement, the end extensions
12 overlap and fit closely against the adjacent
surfaces of the upper portions 9 of the exten-
sions 71 on the body portion | and also against
the shoulders i, as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4,
it being understood that when the parts are in
this position, the flange 3 of the cover portion
fits into the groove 4 of the body portion of the -
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case, affording a light-tight joint, and when the
cover portion is in this position, the camera is
ready for operation in the usual fashion.

In order to hold the body and cover portions
of the case in closed position, there are provided
locking devices, preferably carried by the body
portion and connected te a handle, and adjustable
to either of two positions. When in one posi-
tion, the locking devices hold the cover and body
portions of the case in operative relationship and
also function to support the handle for carrying
the camera, and when in their other. pesition
release the cover portion and permit it to be
separated from the body portion  to permit
reloading.

To this end, the handle includes a strap of
braided fabric or other material suitable for.the
purpose as indicated at i3, while attached to each
end of the strap {2 is a metal connector 14 in-
cluding clamping portions 5 bent inwardly from
the side -edges of the connector 14 and engaging
the strap 43 to hold the latter, and supporting
means for the locking devices comprising lugs 15
bent inwardly from the end of the connector 14.
The lugs 48 are spaced from each other as shown
and afiord cylindrical spaced bearings which re-
ceive the -separable ends 1T of a wire locking
bail that includes a closed end (8 extending
through and movable in the slot 8 and sides 19
which include inwardly bent locking projections
2{ that are movable in grooves .22 in the portions
9 and 12 :and over enlargements 23 into spring
engagement with recesses or reduced portions 24,
as shown in Fig. 3, and thus helding the portions
of the-case:in locked operative relation.

Assuming the parts to ‘be in the position shown
in®ig..3 and in full lines in ‘Fig. 1, in order o re-
meve the cover portion from the body portion of
the case, the metal connectors at the ends of the
handle are pushed downwardly to move each
wire Jocking bail in its slot 8 and groove 22 from
the position shown in Fig. 3 to the position shown
in Fig. 4. In this position, the inwardly bent lock-
ing projections 24 on the bail are clear of the re-
cesses 24 and grooves 22, and the bhail is free to
swing, and then by swinging the upper end of
the'wire bail outwardly from the case, as indicated
by -dotted lines in Fig. 1, the movable cover por-
tion is free and can be pulled laterally away from
the body wporticn of the case to expose the in-
terior and permit removal of the fillm magazine
and insertion of a fresh film. The cover portion
is then replaced against the body portion of the
case by a lateral bodily movement until the two
parts are in the position illustrated in Fig. 4,
whereupon the wire bails can ke swung from the
inclined dotted line position shown in Fig. 1 to the
vertical position in which they are .alined with
the grooves 22 containing the enlargements 23
and recesses 24, and the bails are then engaged
and pulled upwardly, the projections 21 moving
in the grocoves 22 until they ride over the enlarge-
ments 23 and spring into the recesses 24 in the
position shown in Fig. 3, holding the parts in
locked relation by the resilient spring action of
the sides 18 of the wire bails and the locking
projections 21.

The ends {7 of each wire bail are provided with
upwardly bent terminal portions 25 that extend
upwardly between the bhearing lugs {8, as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4, and the relation of the upwardly
bent terminal portions 25 to the end portions 17
and to the bearings I8 is such as to overcome any
tendency of the end portiens {7 to move outwardly
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and become disengaged from the bearings 6.
The openings in the bearings or Iugs 16 are larger
in diameter than the ends 17 of the locking bails
sufficiently to permit assembling by pushing the
bent extremities 25 and ends {7 through the bear-
ings, the sides 19 of the wire bail being capable
of spreading sufficiently to permit such assembly.
The sides 19 of the locking bail are first spread
apart to permit inserting ‘one end through the
slot 8 and the ends 17 are then inserted through
the respective bearings ¢ while in spread rela-
tion, and after being inserted, the locking bail
assumes the position shown in Figs. 3 and 4 and
the upwardly bent terminal portions 25 act as
an effective anchoring means to prevent the ends
{7 from spreading away from each other or from
becoming disengaged from the bearings in which
they are mounted, and the complete assembly in-
sures permanent connection between the handle
gtrap and the locking bails irrespective of any
position or movement of the strap 3.

Thus when the handle and the connected lock-
ing bails are in the vertical position iliustrated
in Fig. 1, the cover portion is securely locked on
the body portion of the case and there is no
chance of the parts becoming accidentally .dis-
engaged, since the spring action of the locking
bails is sufficient to prevent displscement. When
desired to separate the portions of the .case, this
can be easily and guickly effected by moving the
ends of the handle and the locking bails down~-
wardly against the resistance of the locking re-
cesses 24 and enlargements 23 until the bails are
cut of engagement with the grooves and locking
portions of the extensions on the case, permitting
the ends of the handle to be swung outwardly
with the upper ends of the locking bails, and thus
allowing the cover portion to be removed.

While the invention has been described ‘with
reference to the particular embodiment illus-
trated, it is not confined to the details shown,
and this application is intended to cover such
modifications or departures as may come within

. the purposes of the improvement or the scope.of

the following claims.

I claim:

1. In a photographic camera, the combination
with a case comprising separable body and cover
portions, of overlapping extensions at the ends
of said body and cover portions, said extensions
having oppositely arranged grooves in their outer
surfaces with locking recesses therein and the
extensions on one of said portions having slots
therein in alinement with said grooves, and a
wire bail movable endwise in each of said slois
and having sides with locking proiections mov-
able in-said grooves into locking engagement with
said recesses, the bail being movable laterally
away from said extensions and locking recesses
when at the bottom of said slot to permit separa-
tion of the body and cover portions.

2. In 2 photographic camera, the combination
with a case comprising separable body and cover
portions, of overlapping extensions at the ends
of said body and cover portions, said extensions
having oppositely arranged grooves in their.outer
surfaces with locking recesses therein .and the
extensions on one of said portions having slots
therein in alinement with said grooves, .a wire
bail movable endwise in each of said slots and
having sides with locking projections movable in
sald grooves into locking engagement with .said
recesses, the upper end of the bail being mowable
laterally away from said extensions -and locking
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